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AMRNDMF NTS TO TH E CLAIMS 

1. (GirtentfyamendecQ A tegistiatbn system for ass^pingunk^ 
identifications to objects in a imJri-media commudcation network to enable subscribers to access 
mulri-media objects that are stored in stors^ systems served by said communication networfs, 
comprising: 

interface means for receiving data, con:5>rising an object, at said registration system; 

object registrar means for registering said object by generating a unique signature 
identification for said received object comprising a digiial code of pnedeceimined length, cotcprising; 

nv>Hi^ ^^jffir means for generating an object paybad comprising object-specific information, 

registrar identificarion means for insetur^ a digital code that identifies said registration 
system, and 

mf^4\ ^ idfintjficatjon means for assigning a registrar-specific digital code to uniquely 

identify said received object 

si gnature server means, responsive to a reques t for an object received from a subscriber, for 
verifying the subscriber's auihorizarion 10 re ceive the requested object: 

global interface regisr ^^i- responsive to said request for an object received from said 

signanii^ senrer means, for identifving sa id object registtar means as the reoositorvof s«d rgquesied 
object; ftM 

network meang. nespoiLw e m receipt of said re quest for an o bject received from said 
si gnature server means, for transmitting said requested object to said signature server means for deltv<?ry 
to said subs^nT^er . 

2. (Currently amendecO registration system of claim 1 wherein said object registrar 
means forrogistcring further corrq^rises: 

^HtTT ^^^^tn'rtg means for combining said object pajdoad, said digital code that identifies 
said registration system, said r^istrar- specific dignal code, each having a predetermined length, in a 
predetermined order. 

3 . (Ginendy amendecO 'Hie registration system of claim 1[[ j] "wlierein said objea 
comprises one of a media asset and a sxibscriber applicatk>n, further con^rising: 
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oKjprr rta^lpp^e mcans for storing said received object in a stoiage medium for access by 
subscribers; and 

object table meaas for indexix^ and describing said stored received objea using said unique 
signature identification. 

4, (Qjrrently amende<^ The rcgistiauon system of claim 3 '^rein said objea con^>rises 
a media asset, said media asset means for generating on objea poyload comprises at kast one of: 

object expiiv means for geneiaring content expiry data that defines a date when said object 
is no longer available for access by said subscribew; 

object raring means for generating a content rating tlwit defines characteristics of a content 
of said object; 

nK j^ quality of service means for generating quality of service data; and 

object version means for generating version data that identifies a version of said received 

object. 

5, {Gurrendy an^nde<^ The registration system of claim 3 ^dicrein said objea comprises 
a subscriber appKcarion, said media asset means for g e n e rating on objea pa)doad comprises at least one 
of: 

subscriber ratings means for generating subscriber ratings data; 
subscriber pemussions means for generating subscriber pennissions data; 
subscriber device Idenrificarion means for generating subscriber device data; asd 
subscriber service provider means for generating subscriber service provider identiBcation 

datau 

6, (Qurcmly amende^ The registration system of claim 3 fuitber comprising; 
object loc^on means* responsive to receipt of a query from a subscriber 'where said query 

includes a unique signature identification for an object* for identifying an objea stored on said storage 
medium that corresponds to saki unique signature identification included in said query; 

subscriber identification m eans, responsive to rBce^jfC of a query from a subscriber ^diere 
said query includes a unique signature identification for said subscriber, for identifying object access 
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permissions for said subscriber that corresponds to said unique signature kJentifcaiion inchided in said 
query; and 

necwDik mcans for retrieving said stored object from said storage medium Trfieie said 
subscriber's object access pennissiom authorize access. 

7. (Gunentlyamended^ Amediodof opemtingaregistiarionsystemforassignu^ 
signature idenuficarions to objects in a multirinedia coxrnnunicarion network to enable subscribers to 
access multi-media objects that are stored in storage systems served by said commmiicarion network. 

comprising the steps of 2 

receiving data, coir5>iising an object, at UsaidH an object registration systerri; 

x^teiing said object by generating a unique s^^iature identification for said received objea 

comprising a digital code of predeteiroined lengdi, comprising: 

generating an object paybad comprising objea-specific inforroarion* 
inserting a digital code that identifies said gbjecLregistration system, and 
assigning a registrar-specific d^iEal code to uniquely identify said received objectLaod 
verifying, in re ^pon^e to a request for an obiect received from a sufegHher and in ^ 

sicnarure .seiv^r, the subscriher'^t authorization to receiw th^ re quested obfefl; 

jJ^nrifving- in m c pnme m sai d request for an obiect received from said ?ifmatnre server, ^ 

pb ject regi^sTj^nn syste m as the repository nf said lequested object; and 

traT^^gmffrf ng , in response to recp ^p ^ request for an obiect received from said signature 

server, said nequestEd obj ftCT to said sifmature seryer for delivery tx) said jybscriber. 

8. (Original Tlie method of operating a registration system of claim 7 wherein said 

step of registering further comprises: 

combining said objea ps^ykad, said d%ital code drat idemifies said registratbn system, said 
rcgisitai^specjfic digical code, each having a predetermined lengdi, in a predetennined order. 

9, (Currently amende^) The method of operating a registration system of claim 7[[,]] 
\rfierein said object cony rises one of a media asset and a subscriber application, further conyrising die 
sieps of: 
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storing said received object in a storage medium for access by subscribers; and 
indexing said stored received objea using said unique signatuie identification. 

10. (Original) The niethod of operating a registration system of claim 9 i»*crein said 
objea corriprises a xnedia asset, said step of generating an object payload con5>rises at least one of: 

generating content expiry data thar defines a date wticn said object is no bnger available for 
access by said subscribers; 

generating a content lating that defines characteristics of a concent of said object; 
generating quality of service data; and 

geneiaxing versbn data that identifies a version of said received object. 

11. (Cuirently amended) Tliemethodof operatir^aregistiationsystemof claim9 
wherein said object con5>rises a subscriber applkadon, said step of generatir^ an object paybad 
con^»ises at least one of: 

generating subscriber ratings data; 

generatii^ subscriber permissions data; 

generating subscriber device data; and 

generating subscriber service provider idendfication data, 

12. (Qr^inaO Hie method of operating a registration system of c]aim9 further 
comprising the steps of: 

identifying, in resporjse to receipt of a query from a subscriber where said query inchides a 
imique signature identification for an object, an objea stored on said storage medium that conesponds 
to said unique signature idenrification inchided in said query; 

identifyii^, in response to rece^ of a query from a subscriber ^^lere said query includes a 
unique signature idenrification for said subscriber, object access permissions for said subscriber that 
conesponds to said unique signature identification included in said query; and 

retrieving said stored object from said storage medium where said subscriber's object access 
permissions authorize access. 
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13. (Cumintly aniendfi<^ A registration system for assignii^ unique signature 
identifeations to objects in a multi-media coxmnmication network to enable subscribers to access 
muki-medk objects that aie stored in storage systems sensed by said communication network, 
comprising: 

interface means for receiving data, coirqwising an object, at said registrarion system; 

object i^^rtrar means for registering said objea by generating a unique signature 
identification for said received object comprising a digital code of predetermined length, comprising: 

media asset ideniif icatbn means for generating a segment of said unique sigmturc 
identification that con^rises a set of immucable data, [[anctQ 

media asset means for generatii^ a segment of said unique s^nawre identification that 
coiiq>ri$es a set of dynamic data con^wising object-specific information that can vary during die 
existence of said objec;^ 

5;i gnatur^ seiver means, rgsponsive to a request for an object received from a subsciAer, for 
verifying yH p 5^nK<;rrib fff^c aiiflirtngarion to receive the requastid object; 

global interface registrar means, responsive to s yiH rPffn^r for an object received from said 
signature server means, for identifviny said object registrar means as the repository of Said requested 
ohiecti and 

network mea n s, responsive to receipt of said request for an object received f rorp said 
^ignamre se iver means, for trans nmtine said requested obieO ; tO Sai d signafflr? server means for <^^ty 
rnsaidswbfiCTibe^ 

14* (Guirentl/ amende<^ Ihe registration system of ckim 13 wherein said object rgpy™r 
means for register^ further con^rises: 

object f omi^'ng means for combinii^ said segment of said unique signature identificatk>n 
that corr^jrises a set of inutuaable data, said segment of said unique s^pature identification that 
comprises a set of dynamic data, each having a predetemnned length, in a predetemiined oider. 

15. (Currently anaended) The registration system of claim 1 3|IJ] wherein said objea 
comprises one of a media asset and a subscriber appticatbn, further comprising: 
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object database meam for sioring $aid received object in a storage medium for access by- 
subscribers; and 

ob ject dii^ctoiy means for indexing said stored received object using said unique signamre 
identification. 

16- (Qjireutty amendecQ The r^;istrarion system of daim 13 ^rein said object 
con^rises a media asset, said media asset means for goncrating an object pa^Joad comprises at least one 
of: 

object expiry means for generating content expiry data that defines a date tvhen said object 
is no longer available for access by said subscribers; 

object mringL means for generating a content rating daat defines chaiacteristics of a content 

of said object; 

r^bj^ fjpl Wof service n ^ans for generating quality of service daia; and 

object ven;iQn means for generating versbn data that idenrifies a version of said received 

object, 

17. (Currently amended) The registration system of claim [[16]1 31 herein said objea 
con^rises a subscriber applicatk>n> said jw^^^ ^^^^ means for gcticrating on object paytoad comprises 
at least one of: 

object rating s means for generating subscriber ratings data; 

object permissions means for generating subscriber permissbns data; 

object device means for generating subscriber device data; and 

nh jegr service piovider means for generating subscriber service provider identification data- 

18. (Currently amendecO Hie registration system of claim 16 xvfaerein said gbject regisqar 
means for rcgiotcring comprises; 

object locator means, responsive to recent of a query from a subscriber where said query 
includes a unique signature identif icadon for an object, for identifying an object stored on said storage 
medium that corresponds to said unique stature identification inchided in said quexy; 
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subscriber arcesis permission means, responsive to receipt of a queiy from a subscriber 
where said query includes a unique signature identification for said subscriber, for identifying objea 
access permissions for said subscriber that corresponds to said unique signature identification included 
in said query; and 

ngiwork means for reuieving said stored object from said sioi^e medium '^rfiere said 
subscriber's object access permissions authorize access. 

19, (Previously presentee^ A method of opeiatit^ a registi^tioA system for assignii^ unique 
s^nature identifications to objects in a rouB-media communication network to enable subscribers to 
access multi-media objects that are stored ia storage systems served by said communication network, 
coropiising: 

receiving data, comprising an object, at said registration system; 

registering said objea by generating a unique signature identification for said received object 
conf)xismg a digital code of predetermined lengdi, con^xising: 

generating a segment of said unique s^nature identification thact con^xrises a set of 
immucable data, and 

generating a segment of said unique s^nature identification that coir^iises a set of dyruunic 
data comprising object-specific infortmrion that can vary during the existence of said object* 

20- (Or^ina^ The method of operating a registration system of claim 19 is^rein said 
step of registering further corrqprises: 

combining said segment of said unique s^nature identification thai comprises a set of 
immutable data^ said segment of said unique signature identification that con^>rises a set of dynamic 
data» each having a predetermined lengthy in a predetermined order* 

21. (Cunenriy amende^) Tte method of operating a registration system of claim 190 
wherein said object coir^^rises one of a media asset and a subscriber application, further comprising the 
steps of: 

storing said received objea in a storage medium for access by subscribers; and 
indfving said stored recenred object usii^ said unique signature identification. 
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22. (Original) The metbod of operating a registration system of cbdm 19 ^^rein said 
objea comprises a media asset, said step of generating an objea pajtead comprises at least one of: 

generating content expiry data that defines a date \^n said objea is no bnger available for 
access by said subscribers; 

generating a content xatii^ that defines characteristics of a content of said object; 
generating quality of service daia; and 

generating version data that identifies a version of said received object. 

23. (Currently amended) The noediod of opcratir^ a registratiou system of claim 22 
wherein said object con^rises a subscriber aj^licaiion, said step of generating an object payload 
corr^rises at least one of: 

generatix^ subscriber ratting^ (kta; 

generatu^ subscriber permissions data; 

generating subscriber device data; 

generating subscriber service provider i d ent i fi carion data. 

24- (Original) The method of operating a n^stration system of claim 19 ^^rein said 
step of registering corr^rises: 

identifying, in response to receipc of a query from a subscriber "^ere said query includes a 
unique signature identificarion for an object, an object stored on said storage medium that corresponds 
to said unique s^^natune identificarion included in said query; 

identifying in response to receipc of a query from a subscriber where said query inchides a 
unique signamre identificarion for said subscriber, object access permissions for said subscriber that 
corresponds to said unique signature identificarion irxJuded in said query; and 

retrieving said stored object from said storage medium where said subscriber's object access 
permissions authorize access. 
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